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IGA ON TAIG NE tells us:of a gen. 
Mea awN. tleman of ‘his country, much troub. 
"yee led’with the gout, who being ‘ad- 
Me vifed by his’ phyficians to abftain 
from falt meats, afked what’ elfe 
SE 3 they would ‘give -him to quarrey 
with in the ital of ‘his fits ; for that he imagined, 
curfing one minute the Bolognia faufages, and another 
the dried tongues he thad eaten, was' fome mitigation 
“of dis’ pain. | | 
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Ir all men, when they are either out of health, or 
out of humour, would vent their rage after the manner 
of this Frenchman, the world would-be a much qui- 
eter one than we fee it at prefent. But dried tongues 
and faufages have no feeling of our difpleafure ; there- 
fore we referve it for one another: and he that can 
wound his neighbour in his fame, or fow the feeds of 
difcord in: his family, derives happinefs to himéelf. 


I once knew a hufband and wife, who without hav- 
ing the leaft tincture of affection for each other, or any 
fingle accomplifhment of mind or perfon, made a fhift 


to live comfortably enough, by contributing equally to 
the abufe of their acquaintance. The confideration of 
another’s-uneafinefs; or, what was ftill better, that it 
was in their power to-inflié it, kept pain, ficknefs and 
misfortune from touching them too nearly. They col- 
lected feparately the fcandal of the day, and made 
themfelves company for one another, by confulting how 
they might difperfe it with additions and improvements. 
I have known the wife to have been cured of a fit of the 
cholic, by: the hufliahd’s telling Wer that a young lady of 
her acquaintance was run-off with her father’s footman ; 
‘and J-once faw the -hufband fit. with a face of delight to 
iave'a tooth drawn, upon niy! bringing him the news , 
that-a-very; particular. friend\of his was a bankrupt in 
the-Gazette, Their loffes at cards were what chiefly 
tormented them. not fo much-from a.principle of ava- 
rige, as from the confideration-that, what. They had loft, 
others-had won ;. and upon thefe occafions, the. family 
peace has been fometimes difturbed. But a freth piece | 
of fcandal, ora new misfortune befalling any of the 
peighbourhood, has immediately fet matters right, and 


made them the happieft people in the world. 
I 
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I THINK it is an obfervation of the witty and ingeni- 
ous author of Tom Jones (I forget his words) that 
the only unhappy fituation in marriage is a ftate of 
indifference. Where people love one another, fays 
he, they have great pleafure in obliging ; and where 
they hate one another, they have equal pleafure in 
tormenting. But where they have neither love .nor 
hatred, and of confequence, no defire either to pleafe or 
plague, there can be no fuch thing as happinefs. 
That this obfervation may be true in the general, I 
very readily allow; yet I have inftanced a couple, - 
who, though as indifferent to each other as it was 
poffible for man and wife to be, have yet contrived 
to be happy through the misfortunes of their friends. 


But it is neverthelefs true of happinefs, that it 
is principally to be found at home ; and. therefore 
it is that in moft families one vilits, one, fees the 
hufband and wife (inftead of contenting themfelves 
with the miferies of their neighbours) mutually pla- 
guing one another: and after a:fucceffion of ‘difputes, 
contradictions, mortifications, {neers, pouts, abufes, and 
fometimes blows, they retreat, feparately into coms- 


pany, and are the eafieft and pleafanteft. people alive. 


Tuar this is to be mutually happy, I believe few 
married couples will deny; efpecially if they have 
lived together a fortnight, and of courfe, are grown 
tired of obliging. But it has been very luckily dif 
covered, that as our forrows are leffened by partici- 
pation, fo alfo are our joys; and that unlefs the plea- 
fure of tormenting be confined entirely to one party, 
the happinefs of either can by no means be perfect. 

The 
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‘The wife. therefore: of a. meek-and-tendet’ “difpofition, 
who makes it the ftudy of her life to. pleafe -and._ oblige 
her :hufband, and: to whom he. is: indebted: for. every 
advantage he enjoys, is the fitteft object. of his tyranny 
and aveffion. Upon fuch a wife he may exert him- 
felf nobly, and have all the pleafure to himfelf: but 
I would advife: him to, enjoy it with fome little 
caution, becaufe (though the weekly bills take no 
notice of it): there is really fuch a difeafe as a brok- 
en. heart; and the misfortune is; that there is no 
ws a dead wife. 


Haney. is the hufband of fuch.a woman : for unlefs 
aman goes into company with the confcious pleafure 
of having left his wife miferable at home, his temper 
may not. be proof againft every accident he may meet 
with abroad ;° but having firft of all difcharged his fpleen 
and ill-humour upon his’ own family, he goes into com- 
pany prepared to be pleafed and happy with every thing 
that occurs: or if croffes and difappointments fhould 
unavoidably happen, he has a wife to repair to, on 
whom he can beftow with intereft every vexation he 
has received. Thus it was honeftly and wifely faid by 
the old ferjeant of feventy; who, when his officer afked 
him how he came ‘to marry at fo great an age, an{wered, — 
“ Why, and pleafe your honour, they teaze and put 


*« me out of humour. abroad, and fo I go home and beat 
“< my. wife.” And indeed happy is it for fociety that 


men have commonly fuch repofitories for their ill-hu- 
mours ; 3: for I can truly affert, _that the eafieft, the 
beft-natured, and the moft entertaining man I know 
out of his own houfe, is the moft’ tyrannical matter, 
brother, hufband and father in the whole world; and 

who, 
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who, if he had no family to make miferable at home, 
would. be the conftant difturber of every party 
abroad, . 


- Bur Iam far from limiting this particular privilege 
tothe hufband : the wife has it fometimes in her power 
to enjoy equal happinefs. For inftance, when a woman 
of family and fpirit condefcends to marry for a main- 
tenance a wealthy citizen, whofe delight is in peace, 
quietnefs and domeftic endearments ; fuch a~woman 
may continually fill his houfe with routs and hurricanes ; 
fhe may teaze and fret him with her fuperiority of birth ; 

fhe may torment his heart with jealoufy, and watte his 
fubftance in rioting and gaming. She will have one 
advantage too over the male tyrant, inafmuch as the 
may carry her triumph beyond the grave, by making 
the children of her hufband’s footman the inheritors 
of his fortune. 


Tuus, as an advocate for matrimony, I have enter- 
ed into a particular -difquifition of it’s principal com- 
forts: and as no motives may be wanting to induce 
men to engage in it, I have endeavoured to fhew that 
it is next to an impoflibility for a couple to mifcarry, 
fince hatred as well as love, and indifference as well 
as either (I mean if people have fenfe enough to make 
a right ufe of their friend’s misfortunes) is fufficient 
for happinefs. Indeed it is hard to guefs, when one 
reads in the public papers that a treaty of marriage is 
on foot between the right honourable lord Somebody, 
and lady Betty Such-a-one, whether his lordthip’s 
and the lady's paffion be love or hatred: and, to fay 


truth, 
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truth, it’ is of very little confequence to which of thefe 
Paffions. their defire-of coming together is firft’ owing; 
it being at leaft fix to four, that in the compafs of 
a month, they hate one another heartily. But let 
not this deter any of my readers from entering ‘into 
the ftate of matrimony; fince the pleafure of obliging 
the object of our defies, is at leaft equalled by the 
~pleafure of tormenting the object of our averfion. | 
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